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FOR A HOUSTON COUPLLE,
THE FUTURE LIES
IN A RECLAIMED PAST

Architecture by lke K |_I'III N Barkley

For thse ereathon of thelr &, S00-apuare-food,
|at-Lrcorgian -style cran house in Hoaston's
Hver Chaks, Ham anil Yary Cullen hired ik wr-
chirectaral frm ke Kligerman Barkbey and
diesigmer Michael . Sifler. Asca: The from cle-
wastionn, Lt The ving room. L' table, Julia
Curmy. Divapeery, wofa ansd chadr fabeies, Sealeman-
dirt; underdrapery fabrc, Cliresce House,
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oy Cullen is a lesding philan-
thropist and patron of the arts
in Heouston. For 34 years he and
his wife, Mary, a major ar coi-
lector, lived in a large Georgian Revival
I'll'Hl'a.l:' m F’tl'«':‘r{}lh'\. H-}"I'll.' Eueg 1J1L-|I' =X

children had left home, the couple were
thinking that they should find a smaller |oe
in the m.'ilp:]lhlrhn-':-ul armid Mgild a mor-wun-
hig hoose. Irwasn 't just that therr nest was
empty; the family home, buile in the 1930s,
had nee aged well and was mroublesome o
rraainimim, Worss of all, it wis now oo big
ancl spread out. “Alsmn 12 years ago, fary
Cullen explams, “Roy and | got 2 three
HIH'Jr ]FFJ riinreeEnt :-EIII.J.FII J.I'II.I 1h|.'rl: e
found that we liked lving in an wp-and-
down space.” This made them want their
next home to be spatially compact.

The old house was loved by the fam-
ilw, in part for is beautiful architectral
elements, including reclaimed windows,
mantels, pediments and maoldings. All of
these picces had been catalogued—pho-
pographed and ll:lrJ'n-un:ll—h:l. the Cullens,
and upon puming the house on the market,
the |;n1,|:|'|r1: !.I:|'|1|:||.1|I:r:i| that th:!.' coutld re-
e certmn of them. As it mmed out, the
buyers wanted only the site; so before de-
malition, the desired parrs were removed
anel srored. Afrer the Cullens selected the

r firmn The Kligerman Barlley to design and

= - _-_'_ == '-:.j:f_ﬂ'r-_-._‘__._‘ - 'H::a 1 F _ : build a house more suated to their needs,
. - - g - the storied salvage found new purpose.

: For partner in charge Jocl Barkley, the

3 ’ . comimission was an ideal one; "The Cul-

e | lens were r:_'uI!,' fiar us, and the docemen-

tation they provided was very useful, but

: '-'I':I—l:"l-,:.---\. i s

Lawr: MNent oo thes wtair, with its bronze-and-walnus
rail amd At Dhon—style halwstrade, b o large ol by
Beshemian artist Toyen. Vbt from Travens covers
thee bamquette's frame; & Brusschwlg & Fils (sheie
cowers the cushions. Asve: The stair's fse pro-
vides am imtimate view of 8 Jsogmes Coruber staimed-
gliss window and a Geongian-sivie skybgh.
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cated as o turbine blade,” Roy Cullen sivs
admiringly, adding that the wavelike par-
tern of the balustrade’s openwork con-
struction had po be r_|._|5|'|l;¢r|¢:1! a bt to L'l:'|:||
thair srmaller !rrJ.|'||.|-'.'h:||-:Er!:r| Rafiil’ [I.Iﬂ'll'llil'lll.".
through. The window near the top of the
stair, found by Mary Cullen . Philadel-
phia, was designed by Jacques Gruber and
exhibated at the Art Déco exposition of
1925 in Paris.

Ihe couple abso wanted to reapprogpn-
ate somse of the old hooses furmitere, Jr.:l:r-
eries and fabrics. Intenior desipner Michsel
J. Siller and Mary Cullen together decided
what i1|.'|1n'.r-::||:|;| ke it |.I1I!|r|!|"||: TfW &0~
ting and how they should be refurbished.
*I beought so much from the old house
because Roy and 1 dhicln't want to make a
It of changes,” she explains, “Moving was
a big enough change. Our chiklren came
o visit when it was just abour finished,
and they identified the mantels that had
I.ﬂ{'n ill I.IMI'l l'lF I]‘E‘ ||r-|j il-uu'ﬂ."\ ]Kll.“‘"lr‘l‘l‘:
and recognized all the old windows, doors,
furniture, the art—everything.” O

Licir: Siller painged the fhnery brighs vellow bocawse, an he savs, it “creates o perfect back-
gromnid for the Cullens’ Lagin American art, with its dich, dark calors.” Chalr ssipe and
sl floral, Teevers. Blue ol pilless fabric, Clanemoe Hioise. Tors The master bedroom, Sero-
helm & Romans despery fabrics, Club chair amd ottoman chemille, 5. Harrs. Ason:

A guest rocn contaies their Viemamesse sn colbecrion. Brapscbeig & Fils wallomering.
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Bark |4_'j-. chose as a source of 1 nsj irarion the 1808 Nathanie

ABiAT: |he Sinkng room has LI -food cedlings and
wsics ©lemonis sabvagod from their ol house,
wuch an ilse ooemer cabimet —one of two thar fask
thie bay windens, Viglance Gabnic, dining cheir fab-
ric and wallovwering, Scalsmandine. Rruncebnedg
& Fils armchair fabiric im bhay.

El‘!ﬁ ard Nary Cillen (ahine ) chase the 1emm

howse it @ w L] of il elag. B The frighl
laiiwhien Bss a Fn;nlllrr Fisige, 4 Witeraarks fam-
et and a chudr cusksdio fabeae Fram Oncad Plains,

addditional candidanes for recyeling were
i comie.” Bécase the beloved 4l|-.|-!|-:l||=4.'
fi Revival T that =g
Erile mix of sak

haid a Cae

| T LY

o, AN IoTHC
I in Charlesoon,
South Carolina, Like the Rossell Flouse,
the Cullen house’ entrance &s big in rela-
tive scale and 1= « |.'J:|||'I|.'|| o IS |-.|:I:||||.,' at
strect level. Ar the Cullens’, however, the
entrance portal is set in a limestone base,
It v weas recycled, as were the base’s pair
of |_'”||:||;J|_'.|'I wanifows
The entrance hall opens 1o a lirge
reCepiion space T nished with Wiener
Werkasinm '|'.i; s el Crerman | Apires-
sionist painnngs, bur it i the stair that
ondl the wimnidows that light
it—that first comomand ones attention
Mary Cullen had a direct hand i s de-
sigm., *1 had been in Berlin and drove past
8 glass dosir that openced upon a beauriful
staircase,” she recalls, “1 asked the dover
to stop, then | got oot and pecred through
the door and sketched the stair railing.”

begins here

Ihie architects developed the design from
her sketches, amd it was made in a Hoas-
town boundry, * 1 he stair ieself is a5 comipli-

Russell in iconic town house 1in Charleston., South Carolina.
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