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THE HERMITAGE APPROVED: The red room in the River Oaks home of Lorry Hokansan and Michas! Siller i the firse space vintory see after chimbing o prand spiral irairease from che frorr entrasee

ITALLIAN FLAIE: An Niafioh oo

Larry Hokanson and Michael Siller's home
overflows with museum-quality décor

Story by Maggie Galehouse » Photography by Bruce Beaneit

rom the lofty 14-feet ceilings to the
custom carpets in rich reds, golds
and greens, the River Oaks home of
Larry Hokanson and Michael Siller
is fit for a Russian czar.

And that is precisely the point.

I'he pair spent more than twd years butldimg and farmeghing
a home that pays homage to thefr fascination with pre
HEewlution Hosssa. The adventure ook them all the way 1o 5t
Petershurg and the basement of the State Hermiiage Museum,
where they ordered replicas of consolbes, chairs, paintings and
chamdeliers that ance decorated the homes of Russian rovalty,

“I"we alwayvs been a0 amateur hintorian,”™ wayve Hokaneon,
founder of Hokanson Ine., a luxury custom carpet company |
pot consumed with the whole atory of the (all of the Russlan
Eenpirne

Siller, an interior designer and Hokanson's pariner of 27
vears, feil for the Bomanov aesthetic, “We had toured France
and England and, while they were spectacular, | had never
seen design carried 1o the point the Russians had taken it,” he
gava. “1 was blown away by the pinnacke they had reached. The
proportions of Russian classicismm were almosy perfection.”

By the mid-19th cenmury, 5t Petershurg, Berlin, Munich
and other Exropean cities had embraced the grand scale and
simple geometric details of neoclassical architecture — a shift
away from the exhaustive fussiness of Bococo, Hokanson and

TABLETOP GALLERY: A French Restororion desk haldy signed phorographs of the imperial fomily of Bussia

GLDES* Pagr -S-LH".I.'«-rl:*lnl'-" H0T * Homiton Chrenicle » werwchron. comgloas

Giller hoped to bring neoclassical details to thelr Fiver Oaks
home and augment them with furniture handerafted by the
Hermitage's restoration department

But before the musewm would agrée to replicate anything,
the couple had to provide Blueprints of their home, still
under construction, to proswe that the space was fit for the
ral treatment. Then they had to face Valentina, a forbidding
Hermitage spokeswoman who simply said "nyet™ o the pieces
the Hermitage was unwilling or unahle to reproduce

#And then they waited two years to have the pieces made and
sent to Houston

¥t was like adopting a child,” savs Hokanson.

He's used to high-profile spaces and demanding clients
His company created the official Oval Office rug for presidemt
Lrearge HW, Bush, as well as the carpeting for Elfon john's
Atlanta home and Yiadimir Putin’'s apartment at the Kremlin

sller, whose projects; incloding this house, have been
teatured in Anchitectural DMgest, found gold in the Hermitage
basement. When be speed a dining roam chalr made in 1820 for
Alexander | peeking out from Belimd a shed that belomped i
Peter the Great, he krew he meaded {1,

Vi #oon a8 | saw ik, says Salker, | knew that that was our
chair,” Make that 12 chairs, now fanking the dining room
tahle.

Hokanton and Siller created three prand Buztian moomi
in traditional colors: a yellow dining room, a red living room
and a green library, where fBostr- i -celling shelves on one wall
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GREEN SCHEME: A Russim cawelry coar from 1880, worn by ane of the coar'’s escorts, 5 disploped in g room where
Haokanrson and Siller alka keep annigee Rirssan ehimg and books.

HOME PLATE: A bt of Necholay 1T, the fasd czor of Buzss, &
duplayed alorgyide an antigee plente from s Crimean palace
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display antbique Russian china. Hokanson and Siller also collect
antique Kussian baoks, clothing and memorabilia — all displayed
without detracting frem the comtortable opulence.

I'hey Laugh when they recall their lives in 1987, when the
Houston econonry bottomed aut and they each Lvsched cheeir
businesses. They moved all their lavimg room furmtune to Siller's
River Caks office o chients would have a place to sit. And when
Hokanson began getting lucrative commissions in New York, he
toaak a small apartment on West 57Ul Street that was a showmoom
by day and — thanks o a Murphy bed — a place to crash ar nkghi.

These davs, lile in Houston is busy, but every six weeks
Hokaneon and Siller sneak away to thetr new getaway, a homic on
four acres of laketront property in Eagle River, Whs

They sold their Rover Caks home in November and are shopping
tor land on which to build therr nest great sdventore: 2 home thae
redlects the mid-" 308 architectune of Fascist Exrope, particularly
Italy and Ceermany, Doesn't the prospect of domg thas all aver again
exhanat them? Mo, they say.

W have the same tasie,” Siller sava,

“In the evenings,” adds Hokanson, *we’ll just &1t in the green
s and talk abooe design.”

e video of the Hokanzson/Siller home at rhmn-mm,ﬁglnﬂ.
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