regs | bearin o

WEITTEN BEY LIZ ARNOLD | 3y EMILY MINTON REDFIELD

YOU WOULD EXPFECT THE HOME QF AN INTERIOE DESIGNER
AMD THE FOUNDER OF A LUXURIOUS CARPET COMPANY TO
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BE QUITE NICE—AMAZING, EVEN. But designer Michael Siller

1 1 1 1
and Larry Hokanson, chairman of the board at his namesake carpet and

(al

rug enterprise, have taken their interiors to a palatial level.

[he couple, both histery buffs and Russian classicism enthusiasts, hav

downsized from their most recent residence, a replica of a Russian palace.

But their new Houston house, an ornate Federal stvle by New York

and San Francisco-based architect John [ke, is furnished with a number

of exquisite reproductions they hand selected for their previous hom
- cayray .1y A E ot arak it P BT e e ey [l B e
during several trips to St. Petersburg’s State Hermitage Museum (w

includes the Winter Palace), opinionated curator and translator i

INTERIOR DESIGN Michael Siller, Michael J. Siller Interiors
ARCHITECTURE John lke, |ke Kligerman Barkley Architects
HOME BUILDER Stephen Hann, Hann Bullders

BEDROOMS 2 BATHROOMS 5 SQUARE FEET 5000
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MUSEUM QUALITY
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foval farnily in Sweden. "1t was like adopting a chilld
Ike had in mind a ' pased on rne LJ/Cl oulIniner Ll
Wasaachueetts. a National Historic Landmark, Dullt by oarmu lclntire

01704 with simple, elegant proportions, 1t is an example ol las:
il Amierica during the same Imoverent in Russia. “It bears resemblance
o other classical architecture of the period, like George Washington's

Niount Vernon and Thomas Jefferson's Monticello,” says [ke. The « lients

immediately approved. “We'd all worked together on their previous

house, says builder Stephen Hann, "so we coule

say, Remember what

we did over there? Let's do that here. "
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brun?e and- malar:hlte L-:Ir'ldli'.'btl\,k.En are frnm
Austria, and the gilded mahogany console is
a commissioned replica, as is the handblown
chandelier. The mantel's large round plate,

a prized piece from the period of Alexander |,

came from the Peterhof Palace in Russia.




", e

YR

Y '
£

>
G

*E{H-]F‘.‘tﬂ H\}“‘ e/ 1Lk !

T

g,



b A RS B N ol e ﬁ ;
LS i lﬂ% (2 e | M J'f ST Jil """7'.-:4; i 1‘"1}"- R AL s
48 b ifies e e T R T I AL L i
PYhnpeny i O Ml i @ 7 it b S ETTSS ST TR T LT 2‘.F : |I;"_|I.‘ ? l;l‘j!!. ’_.*r" e
S | { T pbi - Lol

Lt ratnnernanneny

WOOD SHOP

-ROM PAGE 180 The bronze-doré chandelier with hand-

fEiINLED © S blown ruby glass is one of three created by

Configured like a town house the residence features a simple floor plan, the State Hermitage Museum. The library's
(@) i 1

glass s emerald; the living area’s cobalt.

ms deep on both floors. The dining room doubles as a grand Hand-carved gilded doors are exact
rooIm

WO

replicas made from five types of woad.
o the kitchen and a guest bedroom are also on the ground level; R = P 2
entrarce,;

d the main rooms upstairs are in the style of piano nobile, with both
an

o and an elevator connecting the floors. Thanks to the arrangement,
stairs a ;

giller, “Not only do we get spectacular views of the property, but
Sa_}lrs 1 i

we ended up with 15-foot ceilings.”

g.1ch stately spaces SeXVe as livable showrooms for the furnishings. In the
uch s ;

eoclassic references mix with French
e xample, where 1
living room, for e

nd Art Deco beneath 16-inch-deep classic crown moldings, a
Regency a .

; ; face an antique Rugsian settee, Although
2 auteuils found in France
Pajr gf fau

th tom carpets throughout are Holanson—naturally—the one here
e custom cal

) element in its ornate design is taken from
s Iy stands out! Bvery
particular
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INTINUWUEDR FROM PAGE 183

a Russian ceiling, "I have thousands of pictures of them,” says Hokanson.
Shades of platinum, silver and gray, explains Siller, "give the antique
period furniture an updated feeling.” A contemporary palette refreshes

the look of the entire residence.

One modern addendum to the home's original inspiration is the inclusion

of two studies, one for each of the men, above the detached parage and

accessible by bridges. Hokanson's, a library filled with history books
ies, 18 aoonal: Siller’'s, a Zen-like sitting 1«

and hlc}yrapl‘::r_*:., is octagonal; oillers, a Zen-liKe Sitting room, 18 an

= 3 -

ellipse. “They fit our personalities,” says Siller, while Tke notes that "they

draw on classical themes like formal shapes.

ated that the

When it came to the reproductions, the Hermitage stipu

proportions and materials had to exactly mateh the originals, so that enly

in the warld, During the couples trips to Russia,

two of a kind existec

they could see their replicas being crafted: a mahogany console with

cast-bronze eagles first designed for Nicholas [ in 1840; dining room

METAL WORKER

Designer and homeowner Michael
Siller prefers the simplicity of a white
Kitchen. Stainless steel Kenmore Pro

appliances complement an antique
wood farm table and dove gray chairs
by Crate & Barrel. The ceiling light
fixture is by Visual Comfart.
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SECOND SERVING
Plates on the solarium wall are from an original
collection of 16,000 pieces from 1820, part of
a Russian dowry. Dove-and-ecru plaid fabric
by Marvic covers antique French furniture. The
birch tree-print wallpaper was found in a shop
called the Paint Bucket in Wisconsin.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 184

1820, with handblown colored glass, Everything, that is, except the 12
dining room chairs, also from 1820, made for Alexander [, When Siller
and Hokanson inquired, they were told the wood, carillion birch, was
unav%ﬂable, a0 restorers had to source from a forest. “Those,” the workers
at a pile of lumber, “are your chairs” The white and gilded

said, pointing |
now reside in the couple’s marble-floored

platinuin silk

chairs dressed in |
e they line the sterling gray wall, as in a palace.

dining room, wher

mocratic gmndeur,” Hokanson says of the new residence.

“We call it de :
(¢ the reign of Hokanson and Siller.

Others may call

o
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PEACEFUL RULE

A portrait of Russian Princess Zinaida
MNikolaevna Yusupova presides over
the master bedroom, where Pratesi
linens dress the bed and the duvet
is made from a Kravet silk and a
Schumacher velvet.
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